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Camp Sunrise is proudly affiliated with...  

Camp Sunrise Plans for 2008 Summer Program 
By Katie McKee, Camp Sunrise Executive Director 
 
It’s hard to believe that it’s that time of year again. I hope that 
all of our Camp Sunrise families, volunteers, and supporters 
have had a wonderful year so far.  Being that we are in the first 
weeks of spring, Camp Sunrise is once again planning a great 
week of camp  for the upcoming summer.   
 

We are currently accepting camper applications for HIV-
impacted youth throughout  Ohio. The youth attending Camp 
Sunrise's summer camp must be between  the ages of 6-17 and 
affected by HIV and AIDS, meaning that they themselves are 
HIV positive or are living with or grieving the loss of a loved 
one to the disease. 
 

We are also looking for volunteer counselors  for our program. 
The camp will be held August 10-16, 2008, and staff training 
will be held on August 8 and 9.  Camp counselors must be 21 
years old at the time of camp and must be able to commit to the 
staff training and the entire week of camp.  People who are  
interested in volunteering must fill out an application, complete 
an interview, and undergo an FBI and BCII fingerprinting 
screening at the time of the interview. 
 

More information and camp counselor applications are  
available on the website at www.sunrisekids.org.  Questions 
can be directed to (216)432-9544.  Please send camper and  
volunteer applications to:  
 
Camp Sunrise  
3210 Euclid Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44115 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES  
FOR CAMP SUNRISE: 

 
April 12 (5:30pm)—Camper Movie Night (ATGC) 

 
May 16—Camper applications are due! 

 
May 30-June 1—Sundogs’ Retreat (Camp Y’Noah) 

 
July 12  (8am Registration)—AIDSWalk Central Ohio—

Franklin Park Conservatory 
 

July 26 (8pm) - Moonlight and Martinis Fundraiser 
Miranova One Place 

 
August 8/9—Camp Sunrise Volunteer Training  

 
August 10-16—Camp Sunrise 2008 

 
October 4—AIDS Walk Cleveland—University Circle 

GO GREEN FOR CAMP! 
 

We would like to reduce the 
amount of paper we produce for 
each newsletter by increasing 

the # of people who  
receive it by e-mail..  

 
Please send an e-mail to 

kmckee@atfgc.org if you 
would like to be taken off 

the paper newsletter list and 
added to our e-mail  

newsletter list! 
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Camp Sunrise volunteers set aside their everyday lives to make one 
week of the year extra-special for campers. Counselors and staff use 
vacation time from work to attend, and some even take unpaid time 
off, because they believe so strongly in changing campers’ lives 
through the connections they make during that one week in August. 
 
I guess that’s why Camp Sunrise doesn’t ask for anything else from 
us…except maybe to attend a fundraising or year-round camper event 
when possible, and to volunteer next year. They rely on grants,  
corporate sponsorships and donations from people who can afford to 
give either goods or cash to support Camp Sunrise. 
 
Recently, previous executive director Katy Finklea emailed many of 
us – past counselors, volunteers, and friends of Camp – challenging us 
to think of how we could do a little more individually, and whole lot 
more collectively to guarantee Camp’s future. 
 
I thought long and hard about what I could commit to Camp, other 
than filling in my volunteer application – a commitment that actually 
comes much easier than a day-to-day one. But I realized that exactly 
that kind of challenge will help me to remember my experiences  
interacting with kids at Camp. 
 
When I think of what these amazing kids cope with every day – and 
what they do without – it makes perfect sense to consider what I could 
do without, in my comparatively easy and blessed life. What could I 
give up – or set aside – that would help ensure that these kids always 
have that one week a year to enjoy the kind of life I can have almost 
every week of the year? 
 
Well, I’m not rich and I have a lot of debt, so I couldn’t figure out 
how I’d really be able to help Camp monetarily. But Katy had ideas, 
and then I had more, and in the end I could see how a lot of little 
change could create big change – change that Camp Sunrise could 
count on when grants and sponsorships didn’t cover all the costs of 
running Camp. 
 
I’m doing a few small things, which any of us could do, so that I can 
commit to giving Camp $200 this June, and $400 by next June…and 
hopefully more the next year! 
 
One of those is to set aside my loose change in a bank for Camp. I’ve 
also reduced my caffeine intake; 99% of it is from Red Bull, so I’m 
saving about eight bucks a week by not drinking it most days. 
(Multiply 8x52…) And, I’m having one less lunch out, or one less 
restaurant dinner…one more PB&J, one more frozen pizza as opposed 
to delivery. Hey, it also gets me ready for ‘Camp food’! 
 
 

All kidding aside, there are many ways to save money that are as 
good for you as for Camp: 
Give up or restrict a bad habit (caffeine, soda, cigarettes, alcohol, 

etc) 
Walk or ride a bike instead of driving, to work or other activities 
Eat homemade meals instead of getting fast food 
 
You can also save through reuse, recycling or substituting: 
Use the library instead of buying books, CDs, movies, etc 
Buy store brands or use coupons instead of paying regular prices 
Recycle cans, preferably where they pay you for them 
 
Do simply what you can – if you can’t find a way to cut corners in 
your budget, use one of your talents or skills to raise money: 
Sell your art, crafts, baked goods, or a service 
Throw a party or host an event involving donations 
Get sponsored for a walk, a run, or other athletic event 
 
When you’re sacrificing something you enjoy, your time or even 
your body, think of the campers’ everyday and long-term sacrifices. 
When, on those rarer occasions, you do indulge or relax, remember 
that feeling is what the kids experience for just that one week in 
August. Reminding yourself that the money you are raising is going 
to allow more kids to have this singular pleasure, or improve it, will 
help strengthen your resolve. 
 
Hey, many volunteers and counselors already give as much as they 
can, but it’s worth considering whether you are definitely doing all 
you want to do for Camp. If you want to be doing more, you should 
become part of what Katy aptly called the ‘Camp Collective’ – 
we’re a strong, tight-knit family during Camp, why not remain so in 
our resolve to support what it means to us, and campers, throughout 
the year? 
 
If we all did just one or two things regularly, we'd be able to raise a 
lot of money. There have been about XXX Camp volunteers 
throughout the XX years that Camp Sunrise has been around.  
Imagine if all of them – us! – raised an average of $100 each a year. 
That’s less than $10 a month...less than a tall mocha latte a week, or 
even one gallon of gas. 
 
In the end, you may not have to do anything more than keep your 
eyes and ears open at work, in stores or on the news. If you hear 
about a funds matching program, or your company donates goods, 
suggest Camp Sunrise be one of the eligible charities. 
 
Ready to join the Camp Collective, or to at least find out more? 
Contact Katy Finklea katy@obpa.com or Jenn Bonito  
jennbonito@googlemail.com. 

Change Camp Can Count On… 
By Jenn Bonito 



We would like to 
thank Ambassador 

Ministries for        
donating holiday gifts 
to Columbus families 
this past December! 

The Hewitt Associates Foundation Gives Big to 
Camp Sunrise! 
 
This past fall, we were notified that Camp Sunrise 
was going to be the recipient of $5000 from The 
Hewitt Associates Foundation in 2008.  
 
This type of financial support is so important to our 
organization, and we cannot thank the folks at   
Hewitt Associates enough for their thoughtfulness 
in choosing our organization! 
 

��������		
 � ������ � � ����������������������������������� �����������
����
����
���� �

����������
����������
�

 
 

Upcoming year round events 
 
Camp Sunrise is coordinating a Movie Night at the AIDS 
Taskforce of Greater Cleveland on Saturday, April 12 at 
5:30pm. The movie has not been selected yet, but it will be a G 
or PG rated film. We’ll have snacks and other fun activities 
before we start the movie. If you are interested in having your 
family attend this event, please RSVP by calling (216) 432-
9544 and letting us know how many will be attending and a 
phone number to reach you if we have questions. You can also 
e-mail this information to kmckee@atfgc.org.   
 
The Sundog Retreat is set for Friday, May 30—Sunday, June 
1 at Camp Y’Noah in Akron, OH. All campers ages 15-17 at 
the time of this event are eligible to attend. We will be focusing 
on team-building activities as well as youth leadership skills. A 
letter will be sent out to families in April with more details 
about this event; however, if you would like more information, 
please call (216) 432-9544. 

BearVillities—A Fundraiser to Raise Money for 
Camp Sunrise 
By Tim Shrewsbery 

 

 

 

 

 

The entertainment extravaganza of the year -  BearVillities takes 
the stage again! More audacious and outrageous than ever - The 5th 
annual musical and comic spectacular is set to take the stage at the 
Wall Street Night Club Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 8:00 P.M. with 
doors opening at 7 P.M.  

BearVillities “FUNK” promises to be one of the boldest local   
fundraising efforts the season. “FUNK” will expose the audience to 
the rhythmic groove and wild side of the DISCO fusion of soul, 
jazz and R&B.  This “Funkadelic” experience will be performed by 
national and local talents of all shapes, sizes and sexes. Disco    
Divas, Sultry hunks and a mélange of unknown others will take the 
stage for this all important event. 

BearVillities is being produced by friends and members of the 
GLTB community with 100% of all proceeds being donated back to 
Camp Sunrise to assist children affected and afflicted with HIV and 
AIDS to attend summer camp. BearVillities has been previously 
sponsored by Wall Street Night Club, Tradewinds II, Costume 
Holiday House, Cameron Mitchell Catering, Garfield Place and 
many more wonderful individual supporters. 

For further information on how you can make a donation or       
purchase advance sale tickets for this once a year entertainment 
extravaganza please visit www.BearVillities.org or email         
BearVillities@Yahoo.com. Tickets are $10.00 general admission or 
VIP packages available for $25.00 each with a minimum of 2 per 
table (All tables seat 4 to 6). 

Camp Sunrise would like 
to acknowledge Trident 

Toledo for their continuous  
support of our program. 
This past February, they 

raised over $3500 for 
Camp Sunrise! 
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Tax deductible donations  
may be sent to:  

AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland 
Attn: Camp Sunrise  
3210 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44115 
OR   log onto www..sunrisekids.org  

And pay with your credit card. 
and pay using Pay Pal.  

Designate your gift to FOCS. 
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Camp Sunrise 
3210 Euclid Avenue  

Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

�
Camp Sunrise  

subsidizes 100% of 
camper costs! 
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